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Rehabilitation Code of Ethics


1. A rehabilitator should strive to achieve high standards of animal care through knowledge and an understanding of the field.  Continuing efforts must be made to keep informed of current rehabilitation methods.

2. A rehabilitator should have documented formal or informal education/training in the field of wildlife rehabilitation or a related field such as biology, zoology, veterinary medicine or wildlife management.

3. A rehabilitator’s attitude should be responsible, conscientious and dedicated; working toward improving the quality of care given to wild animals undergoing rehabilitation.

4. A rehabilitator should maintain accurate and up-to-date records.  Documentation of all animals received must abide by local, state and federal laws concerning the possession of wildlife and wildlife rehabilitation.

5. A rehabilitator should establish good and safe work habits, abiding by current health and safety practices at all times.

6. A rehabilitator should enlist the assistance of a veterinarian to supervise the veterinary program.

7. A rehabilitator should encourage community support and involvement.  This may be accomplished through the use of educational programs or volunteer training.  Educational efforts should be recognized as a means of preventing further wildlife loss or abuse.

8. Rehabilitators should share skills and knowledge with other rehabilitators and work toward a common goal—a responsible concern for a living creature and the welfare of the environment.

9. Rehabilitators should establish guidelines for evaluating rehabilitation efforts in order to improve and excel.

10. A rehabilitator should work on the basis of sound ecological principles, incorporating appropriate conservation and preservation ethics.




Baby Bird Season!

The baby bird season is a very busy time at the BIRD TREATMENT & LEARNING CENTER clinic.  Each spring the Rehabilitation Department schedules a baby bird seminar to train new baby bird caretakers with whom the many orphaned birds are placed.
			
When the baby birds arrive at the clinic, they are checked for their general health and stage of development.  They are registered on an admittance chart, fed, and provided with appropriate housing.  Then the clinic volunteer arranges for a baby bird caretaker to pick up the birds and care for them until the birds are ready for release.




Expectations versus Reality

Baby birds, as all babies, can be adorable and many people may be tempted to become foster bird parents simply to be able to be close to these sweet little birds and see them grow up.  It cannot be denied that this is a wonderful experience.  It is, however, also a very time-consuming venture, which requires total commitment from the caretakers.

It is desirable to bring baby birds up with others of their kind in order to prevent imprinting.  An average baby bird "batch" may range from two to four baby birds.  Depending on their age, these birds need hand feeding every 20 minutes to every 2 hours for 12 to 17 hours each day.  The length of time a "batch" of birds may need foster parenting may range from two to seven weeks until the birds are self-feeding and can be released.  This is quite an undertaking, but those of us who do it time after time, find it a very gratifying experience.

Because life goes on even though we suddenly have baby birds to care for, we learn to bring them with us wherever we go.  We keep them in our cars in their baskets and run back and forth feeding them when needed.  In their littlest stages, some of us simply carry the birds with us and feed them as required wherever we go.  

As you network with other baby bird caretakers, you may be able to find someone willing to baby sit when you find it necessary to be away from your birds for a couple hours or a couple of days.

The other important thing to keep in mind, especially if children are assisting, is that in nature, not all babies survive.  The same is true with the ones we raise.  It’s always a sad occurrence, but please don’t be devastated.  We do the best we can.

Of course, if you have any questions, the clinic volunteers are available.  Phone numbers are provided on the last page of this booklet.







Safety---You and the Bird

Birds are wonderful creatures, elegant, colorful and fun to watch.  They are also capable of transmitting some diseases to humans as well as catching diseases from pet birds that may be in the house.  

The key is proper hygiene! 

1. Wash your hands with warm, soapy water prior to, and following, handling or caring for your baby birds.  
2. If you have children who are helping, be sure they follow proper hand washing procedures as well. 
3. Don’t allow children to ‘swim with the baby ducks’ in the tub.  
4. Keep your ‘bird stuff’ separate from the bowls and dishes that your family uses.  If you do use one of your utensils, be sure to run it through the dishwasher or sterilize it before using it yourself.
5. Keep your baby wild birds well away from any pet birds you might have.
6. Keep your baby birds in a separate room from any dogs and especially cats.  You might think the cat is unable to open that box or reach that shelf, but cats are VERY motivated when they hear those baby bird sounds.
7. Keep your baby birds clean.  Change the Kleenex and/or newspaper as often as needed to maintain a clean environment.  Every time you feed is a great rule of thumb!
8. Don’t use air fresheners or scented candles in the same area as your baby birds.  These items can cause the babies to die.
9. Don’t cook in Teflon pans in the same room as your babies.
10. If your bird appears ill, contact Bird TLC or bring it into the clinic.  
11. Return any birds that die in your care to Bird TLC for disposal.







The Law and Alaska’s Birds    


Under federal and state laws it is illegal for individuals to possess a wild bird without special permits.  All baby bird caretakers are, therefore, operating under BIRD TLC's permit and are responsible for reporting the birds' status to BIRD TLC.  These reports are required by U. S. Fish and Wildlife to maintain the permit.

Caretakers will be provided with a progress report form that must be completed and returned to BIRD TLC.  Clinic volunteers will also be calling to check on your progress with the babies.

All baby birds are required to be brought to the clinic for final re-exam prior to being released by the caretaker or Bird TLC.


Types of Baby Birds

Birds are divided into two categories based on how they come out of the egg.  Each type has specific needs that must be considered when raising these birds in captivity.  

1. Altricial Birds: These birds hatch with no feathers.  They appear very bulky and have little muscle control.  Their eyes are closed, they can’t control their body temperature and appear very delicate.  An example would be songbirds, like robins.  From a baby bird mom point of view, these birds are more labor intensive in the beginning.  They require a heating pad, continual hand feeding and attention.  The positive side is that these birds can often be raised in smaller spaces than the precocial birds.  

2. Precocial Birds: These birds hatch with feathers, are self-feeding and better able to regulate their body temperature.  Examples would be ducklings and goslings.  For some baby bird moms these birds are easier since they don’t require the constant feeding that the altricial birds need.  However, the downside is that these babies often create more of a mess, smell stronger and require more room to raise out correctly.  Precocial birds skip most of the developmental stages described on the next page.



DEVELOPMENTAL STAGES

There are several stages in baby bird development.  You won’t always be starting from the very beginning, so be sure you are familiar with the stages and how they differ.  Keeping your babies on track is crucial to their development.  Also note that not all atricial birds will follow all stages, i.e. Swallows.  Also, precocial birds skip most of these stages.  See the section on waterfowl, shorebirds and swallows later in the manual.

Hatchlings and Nestlings
These birds have no feathers, but are downy until feathers emerge (pinfeathers).  The eyes are often closed.  The baby bird at this age is bulky looking with little muscle control and a head that wobbles.

Birds at this age are unable to control their body temperature and require a heating pad under their housing container.  Place a heating pad on the table, and a wire pie cooling rack on top of the pad.  Then place the baby bird container on top of the rack in such a way that only half the container is placed over the heating pad.  Set the heating pad on LOW setting ONLY.  Place a small piece of a wet sponge in the container to provide humidity.  Keep the container temperature 85-90 degrees for this age.  Cover the container and keep birds out of drafts.

Fledglings
These birds are six to fifteen days old.  Their feathers are breaking out of their sheaths (pinfeathers).  Their eyes open.  They start stretching their legs and do their first preening.  This is a time of rapid growth.

Once the bird feathers, it controls its own body temperature and only needs a heating pad during the night.

Branchers
A bird is usually a brancher from the age of 15 days until its release.  These birds do not spend any time in the nest, but prefer perching on branches even though they are still clumsy.  They flutter their wings when they beg for food.  They can fly downward, but do not let them fly loose in the house as this usually results in birds crashing into windows or walls.  They like to preen and to bathe, so supply them with a shallow bath pan with 1/2 inch of water.  At this age the birds establish a pecking order with the nest mates and they can frequently be seen pecking at each other.


             
    Hatchling/Nestling			  Fledgling				Brancher



HOUSING
Baby birds frequently arrive at the clinic in their nest.  However, the nest from the wild should never be used to house the baby birds, as it may be contaminated.

Baby birds can be housed in a variety of suitable containers, small laundry baskets, cardboard boxes with the tops cut off, or glass aquariums.  Window screening is placed over the container and secured with clothespins or binder clips.  

NEVER HOUSE A BABY BIRD IN A WIRE CAGE.  NEVER USE TOWELS FOR BEDDING AS THE BIRD IS LIKELY TO CATCH A NAIL IN THE LOOPS AND BREAK A TOE OR EVEN A FOOT!

Hatchlings and Nestlings are housed in small baskets lined with paper towels and with a nest in one corner.  Place the nest so that the baby birds can wiggle their bottom up to the edge and deposit their droppings outside the nest, which is what they do in nature.  The entire basket is covered with a fine window screen mesh held tight by clips in the four corners.  Cover the basket with a towel to provide privacy and retain warmth.

The nest is made from a small cup shaped bowl such as an empty margarine container, or even a small berry basket.  Place a cotton or a piece of fleece in the bottom of the bowl, then layer many sheets of white, unscented, unfolded facial tissue on top of the softened bowl bottom.  Remove the top sheet after each feeding.  You may want to prepare two nests and move each bird to the clean nest after you feed it.  Cover the baby birds with a piece of fleece or soft flannel.

Hatchlings and nestlings need a heating pad, set on low, under part of their basket.  A wet sponge may be added to a corner of the basket to provide humidity.

No water or food is added to the basket as baby birds need continuous hand feeding and receive all their liquid from their food.

Fledglings are housed in a larger basket prepared in the same way as for hatchlings and nestlings.  However, a branch is added to the basket for the bird to perch on as it develops from a fledgling to a brancher.

Fledglings only need to have the heating pad -- set on low, under part of their basket -- during the night.

No water or food is added to the basket as the fledglings are still hand fed.

Branchers are placed in large baskets, lined with paper towels and supplied with several natural branches -- of different thickness -- for perching.  Make sure that the branches are placed high enough so that the birds can wiggle under them and do not risk strangulation by being caught.  No nest or heating pad is needed.  Items from the bird's natural environment should be added to encourage self-feeding and interest in the environment.  Such items may be spruce branches, cones, chick-week, clover, moss, leaves, bark, and rocks.


Distilled or dechlorinated water, in a low bowl or jar lid containing small rocks, is added to the basket, as is a jar lid with baby bird formula.  Self feeding is encouraged by letting the bird try to nibble the food from the feeding stick, or syringe, and leaving fresh food in the basket.

SWALLOWS HAVE ADDITIONAL HOUSING NEEDS, WHICH ARE SPECIFIED SEPARATELY.


Nestling Basket & Nest                   Assembled for Baby!

             



              Brancher/Weaning Basket                   Preferred arrangement for larger baskets:
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The slashes indicate perch placement.  DO NOT PLACE WATER, FOOD OR NEST UNDER PERCHES!!!  One perch should be higher than the other.

Sunlight/Grow light
Baby birds need exposure to sunlight at least three times daily for a minimum of 15 minutes each time.  Sunlight coming through a window does not work.  The alternative to natural sunlight is exposure to a full spectrum plant grow light.

Sunlight allows the baby birds to develop vitamin D3 and provides proper utilization of calcium and phosphorous in the growth and development of the baby bird.

DIET AND FEEDING SCHEDULE

All baby birds are hand fed a special baby bird food formula.  You will receive your first batch of frozen formula when you pick up your babies and can purchase more from BTLC for 1.00/bag of 5 cubes.  The recipes for the formula are located in the back of this book in the event you need to make some up.

Feeding Tools
What type of tool to use for feeding depends on both the size of the bird and the personal preference of the handler.  Some suitable tools are . . .


	Watercolor paint brush.  Clean well after each feeding, using bleach and water (1 part bleach to 10 parts water) or Nolvasan and water to disinfect; rinse well.  Do not use soap as it is too difficult to remove from the bristles and can cause gastric disturbance in the baby birds
	McDonalds coffee stir stick. 
	Curved tip syringe with the tip cut off and carefully filed smooth.
	Straight tip syringe.
	Rubber tubing attached to a straight tip syringe.
	Round tip tweezers for worms or meat pieces.  Be careful not to puncture the roof of the bird’s mouth.

When using syringes for feeding, clean them often.  When the black rubber on the plunger begins to stick or not move smoothly, margarine may be rubbed around the edges of the plunger.  Replacement syringes are available from the clinic.

Feeding
Ideally, the bird will "gape" (open its mouth wide and stretch its neck) to receive the food.  To encourage gaping, gently tap the side of the mouth at the base of the beak with the feeding device.  If that does not work, try making small circles in the air with the feeding device holding it in front of the bird's beak, and/or make a soft, twittering whistle.

Feeding baby birds for the first time can be scary if the bird won't open its beak.  If you have to force the beak open, you risk breaking it.  BE CAREFUL!  The beak can be opened by GENTLY squeezing on each side at the base.

Birds have a hole (the glottis) in their tongues, toward the back of their mouths, which leads into their airways and lungs.  When feeding, be careful not to get either food or feeding devices into the birds' airways.  When using a brush, or coffee stir stick, paint the food onto the roof of the mouth (not onto the tongue), at a depth of about mid-way into the mouth.  With a syringe, it is somewhat easier to get the food down the throat of the bird.  Feed small amounts at a time.  If the bird gets too much in its mouth, it will sling its head to dislodge excess.  

Serve the food at room temperature, or slightly warmer.  Test the temperature on your wrist.  Cold food does not digest as well and takes more energy to digest.  DO NOT heat baby bird food in the microwave as it may overheat the food and destroy vitamins.  Food can be warmed by placing the container in a pan of hot water from the faucet.

Stick to the prescribed diet given by BIRD TLC.

It is important to clean food from face, nostrils, and beak after each feeding.  You can use a wet Q-tip or paper towel, but take care not to wet the feathers.  If food is not cleaned off immediately, it will cake up and later be impossible to remove, affecting the bird's ability to regulate its own temperature.

Feeding Amount
The amount of food you feed at each feeding varies between species and age of birds.  As an average guideline, one McDonald coffee stirrer, or one paint brush, with food two to three times per feeding is a rough estimate.  






Feeding Schedule


The following feeding schedule can be used for all baby birds, except swallows whose needs are specific and are specified separately.

Hatchlings and nestlings -- before their eyes are open -- must be fed every 15-20 minutes during 14 hours per day (i.e., from 7 am to 9 pm).  More than 14 hours is even better.

Once the eyes are open and the baby bird is feathered, the feeding periods can be extended to every 30 minutes during 14 hours per day.

Older fledglings who are off their hocks (standing on their own) can be fed every 45 minutes during 14 hours per day.  The time between feedings can now be steadily increased and when the bird is out of the nest, food can be given at 2 hour intervals.

Branchers -- birds who are out of their nest -- are fed every 2 hours during 12-14 hours per day.

Self Feeding
Watch the tail feathers grow.  When the tail of a robin, or a bird of its size, grows to about 1 inch, it is time to start teaching self feeding.  At this stage the tails of smaller birds are about 1/4 of an inch long.  This stage is reached at about 15 days of age.

Wild birds should begin to show an interest in their surroundings and start to eat on their own.  Provide live food such as mealworms with heads smashed and place grass, twigs, chick-weed, clover, etc. in the housing to stimulate interest in the environment.  Sprinkle ground up wild bird seeds mixed with ground up cat food pellets on the floor of the housing.  See below for more food ideas.

On the day when self-feeding is started, hand feed the birds in the morning.  Then leave the feeding instrument on the jar lid with food in the housing.  The food provided on the lid is most natural and tempting to the birds if the baby food is squeezed out in worm-like shapes on the lid.  Reduce the water in the diet so that the food is a little grainier (not pudding consistency), but still moist.  Place cut up meal worms on top of the food.  Change the food dish two or three times a day to prevent the bird from eating spoiled food and getting sick.

Feed the birds well the first feeding, then, do not return for a couple of hours.  The birds should be placed out of sight and sound of the household at this time.

Add a small, low dish, or jar lid, of water containing small stones or marbles to the housing at this time.  The water should either be distilled or previously boiled.

Remember that exposure to natural sunlight or full spectrum grow light for at least three 15-minute periods per day is still important.

Continue the weaning procedure in the same manner as the first day until you are convinced that the birds are totally self-feeding.  Then hand feed them only first thing in the morning and last thing at night.  Once they are totally self-feeding, many birds reject hand feeding.

One way to make sure that the birds eat enough when they self feed is to count the daily droppings.  A healthy bird usually has about 25 droppings per day.

WHAT TO FEED
(LIFE AFTER BABY BIRD FOOD)

Offer finely crushed birdy cornbread, wheat germ, finely ground cat food, finely ground wild bird seed (for seed eaters), healthy meal worms, grated hard boiled egg with shells, dog or cat food soaked in water, chopped or grated fresh fruit, fresh chickweed, chopped hulled seeds such as sunflower seed, thistle seed, black sunflower seeds in the hull, pine nuts and ground peanuts are also appreciated.  All these items can be introduced to the young birds and will be happily eaten.  Change the food every day and more often if it is dirty. You might try giving the birds a small amount of grated egg two or three times a day.  Give only small amounts of egg to avoid spoilage.

Mealworms should not be kept in the refrigerator to hibernate.  Instead, place them in a container approximately 4 inches high, so they don’t crawl out.  A plastic container may be used as long as the cover is well vented by punching holes in it.  Add “duck-goose maintenance feed” that has been processed in a blender to break the pieces down slightly.  About an inch or so of the grain is plenty.  To keep the worms moist, add a slice or two of good grain bread and finely sliced apple from time to time.  Do not get the worms and grain too moist or they will rot (and stink).  







RELEASE


“Are we there, yet?”


When the birds are well established in self-maintenance -- they feed themselves and they can fly –you will need to give them the opportunity to practice flying --they are ready to be released.  You brought up these helpless baby birds and will, no doubt, want to be the one who also sets them free.  When you feel they are ready for release, bring the basket of birds to the clinic to be evaluated for flight.  The birds may also be banded at this time.  Along with the birds, please return the form you were given when you received the birds.  

You have had your hands full for weeks with these demanding little balls of feathers, but to see them joyously -- and completely -- joining their cousins in the wild makes it all worthwhile.  It is recommended that their basket be placed in a safe place when the birds are first released so that they can come and go as they please for several days (you can even bring them inside at night if they are in the basket).

The birds should be released in an area that is already populated with the species of bird you have.  The area should have trees and brush and be safe from cats and dogs.  If you have questions about releasing your birds, contact the clinic or a senior volunteer.  

Please return your bird charts and housing supplies to the clinic as soon as possible.  


INDICATIONS OF ILLNESS

Guano/Feces
Watch the birds' feces (guano) for indications of disease.  The normal guano of a young bird will appear as a shiny sack at first, later losing its shiny appearance.  The guano consists of the urate (white) and the stool (brown).  Normal guano should be formed and the baby bird should excrete guano each time it is fed.

Check nestlings feet and vent for dry stool which needs to be removed.  If needed, moisten dry stool with warm water to remove (do NOT get the bird wet).  If this continues to be a problem, a small amount of mineral oil on a Q-tip may be applied to the vent area and to the bottom of the feet.  Be CAREFUL not to get oil on down or feathers!

Loose stool:  Two or three stools which are loose, but normal in color could indicate a problem.  Separate the bird from the nest and observe it for an hour or two.  If the condition continues, call the clinic or a senior volunteer.  (It may be that the food contains too much liquid, in which case you can strain some of the water out by placing a paper towel atop the formula to absorb some of the liquid, or add dry baby cereal such as Gerber rice cereal)  Continued loose stools or stools which are green in color, or consist only of urate indicate a serious problem and can cause dehydration.  Call the clinic or a senior volunteer immediately.

Dry guano:  Add more distilled water to the diet mixture.  Although applesauce often can be added to the diet to ease this problem, do not add items to the diet without first discussing it with a senior volunteer.

Panting or Open Mouths:  generally indicates a bird is too warm.  Turn the heating pad to a lower temperature and move it so that less of it is under the basket.  If you are using a light over the basket, place it higher above the basket and less directly over the nest.

Watch the birds for appropriate developmental looks and behavior.  For instance, a bird who is already a brancher but who suddenly reverts to sitting crouched in a corner on the floor, unable to perch, is likely to be sick.  A sick bird will appear listless and fluffy, and will be inactive.  Contact the clinic or a senior volunteer.  




SWALLOWS

Housing
There are some specific considerations in the swallow housing.  Hatchlings and nestlings should be placed in a bowl type nest that is well padded on the bottom.  This type of housing will allow the infant swallows will wiggle their bottoms to the nest edge and deposit their droppings outside.  No more than 6 swallows should be placed into one nest.  They huddle and may suffocate if there are too many together.

Once the swallows have fledged, they prefer high, flat perches since their tiny feet are almost useless.  When possible, they crouch or lie down rather than perch.  Young nestling swallows "scuttle" rather than walk when moving around the nest, and fledglings "scuttle" on flat surfaces as they move around.  

As they mature, swallows need large spaces for flying.  (A screen tent outside works well, but watch closely for neighborhood cats).  With maturity their length of flight increases significantly from one trip across a room to one flight around the room, to 15 or 20 trips around the room before landing. 

Note that swallows of different species can be housed together.  Other species of birds, such as finches or sparrows, have been used as nest mates when only one or two swallows are together.  The grouping appears to stimulate their feeding and they seem to like a crowded nest.

Sunlight or full spectrum grow light should be supplied as for other baby birds.

Diet and Feeding Schedule
In the wild, both swallow parents help to feed their infants.  They return to the nest about every 5 minutes carrying insects.  Orphaned swallows must be fed EVERY 15 MINUTES FOR AT LEAST 15 TO 16 HOURS PER DAY.

At each feeding, each bird should be offered as much food as it will take.  Usually swallows will take from 2 to 5 bites at each feeding.

The baby food diet should be supplemented very early with mealworms.  The mealworm heads must be smashed to prevent them from chewing through the birds throat.  As the infant swallows fledge, begin offering shallow bowls containing mealworms.  The bird is placed on the edge of the bowl and a worm is offered using tweezers.  The worm is dropped back into the bowl before the bird is able to take it.  The worm is then picked up again, offered and dropped.  After 3 or 4 times, allow the bird to take the worm from the tweezers.  Early and late in the day when the bird is really hungry, this "teasing" will drive him crazy, and he will jump into the bowl and snap up his own worms after a short time.

Starting the birds on mealworms early in the nest is important, since they realize that these represent food.  Training to full self-feeding takes 3 to 4 days less in birds already acquainted with mealworms.


Feeding should continue at 15 minute intervals, using alternate feedings of "teasing" with meal worms, and the usual baby bird diet.  One to six mealworms, and one to three bites of baby bird food make a good feeding.

NOTE:
The predominant problem in swallow care is LACK OF SUFFICIENT FOOD.  Despite warnings to feed every 15 minutes, 16 hours per day, many volunteers try to feed less often or for shorter periods of time.

Swallows do not have crops for food storage.  All food is required in a constant stream of nutrition.  Small, frequent feedings allow good nutrient absorption without intestinal overloading.

If the birds seem depressed at any time, increase feedings, and feed longer hours.  Usually within an hour marked improvement will be noted if starvation is the problem.  If no improvement is noted, contact the clinic or one of the people listed on the last page.

As the swallows increase their flying, definite increase in breast tissue is noted as muscles develop.  Low bowls of mealworms, in vitamins and bone meal, are placed in high and low flat areas around their flight space to allow feeding.

Each swallow will consume about 100 mealworms per day when fully self-feeding.  They tend to become independent when they are fully self-feeding, but supplementation with baby food should continue as long as they are willing to accept it.  

When the wingtips are the same length as the tail, it is time to start preparing for release.  These birds need lots of flight time, so if you can’t meet this need it is very important that they be brought back to the clinic and placed with someone who has the set-up to meet this requirement.


Call the clinic at 562-4852 for a check-up and release instructions.


Also return the baby bird form(s) and baskets received when you picked up the birds.












Gulls

Baby Gulls are a fun alternative to the tiny babies.  There are a few things to be aware of with 
baby gulls, the first is that they will imprint VERY easily!  

Do not pet, cuddle or interact with them any more than is necessary!

The second thing is that they are messy and require a water pool to establish waterproofing.  

Gull babies can be returned to BTLC for finishing if it turns out that you can’t meet their needs.  

And:
Gulls MUST be released outside the Anchorage Bowl!  

**This means north of Eagle River or South of Potter Marsh, (not in Potter Marsh).

Diet:

Baby gulls are fed by their parents initially, but quickly learn to eat on their own.  They are relatively easy to feed in that chunks of salmon, soaked dog kibble, pieces of red meat, etc. are a good diet for them.  They usually eat readily and lots!  

Housing:

In the beginning:
· A large laundry basket 
	Heat light suspended about 10-12 inches above the floor of the cage.
	Shallow dish with water & lots of rocks.
	Shallow dish with small chunks of salmon &/or soaked kibble & Birdie Cornbread



Suggested arrangement for light and dishes for gulls:

 (
      Light Here
Food Dish Here
                                                        Water Dish
 Here
)










As they grow:
· A larger protected indoor/outdoor pen, screenroom or wire kennel.  At least part of the top needs to be covered.
· A heat lamp suspended 10-12 inches above the birds head in a protected corner of the cage
· A large bathing tub/pan with rocks to weigh it down
· A frequently changed dish of salmon chunks, kibble & bugs.  

This is the stage where they develop waterproofing so it is very important that the bathing tub be kept clean.  Dirty water means dirty birds.  

As they grow you can shut off the heat light during the day but leave on at night.  

When they start flying around in the enclosure it is time to release them to an approved location outside of Anchorage.

**Reminder**

Do not handle or interact with gull chicks any more than is absolutely needed!

An imprinted gull is a nuisance and is often shot or killed for being a pest.







QUICK REVIEW

Hatchlings & Nestlings - naked or downy little babies.  FEED every 15 to 20 minutes for 14 to 18 hours a day.  Heating pad under half the nest.  
Fledglings - eyes open, feathers breaking out of sheaths.  FEED every 15 to 20 minutes for 14 hours during the day.  Heating pad at night under half the nest.  Start to encourage self feeding when they get out of the nest by themselves.  
Branchers - approx. 15 days old, feathered, active.  Almost ready to fly.  Encourage self-feeding.  When they eat on their own and can fly, RELEASE them in safe, wooded, area.  DO NOT keep birds too long.  If they eat and fly, they must be released.  Keep their basket nearby in a safe area so the birds can come and go until they learn the ways of their new world.

IMPORTANT: 
· If your birds seem to be panting (have their mouths open), they most likely are too hot.  Turn down the heating pad or move it so that less of it is under the basket or set the light higher and away from the baby birds.
	 After feeding, use a damp, SOFT cloth or Q Tip to clean formula off feathers.  If not done immediately, the formula glues itself to feathers and the only way to remove it is by removing the feathers. 
	Keep baskets clean by removing soiled papers several times daily.
	Provide a full spectrum bulb, or be sure to place birds outside in sunlight three times a day for 15 minutes each time.
	These are wild birds and not meant to be pets.   Do not hold them unnecessarily.  Your mission is to care for the baby birds until they can be released back to the wild.  
	Do not panic if a bird dies.  Usually we have no way of knowing what may have caused a sudden death.  Dead birds should be returned to BTLC.
	In the overall picture of things, saving one baby bird may not seem important -- except to that baby bird.  Your efforts are appreciated by all of us who care about birds and nature.
	When you feel the birds are ready to be released, bring them to the clinic for evaluation and bring along the baby bird reports.   If the birds are releasable, in most cases,  you will be able to release them in a suitable place with other birds of their species.



		Bird Treatment & Learning Center
		PO Box 230496
		Anchorage, AK  99523-0496

		Phone:  562-4852               FAX:  562-2441          Website:  www.birdtlc.net














HELP LINE FOR BABY BIRD PARENTS
Check the Baby Bird Handbook and if that doesn’t answer your questions, or if you need clarification, please call any of us listed below.  Thank you for caring.

	Bird TLC office	562-4852  	9 AM-5PM Mon. thru Friday
	Karen Coady	243-4879  		swallows/naked babies
	Jo Walch	243-2845  		robin expert
	Chris Maack	278-4265  		diet and illness 





Diets & Formulas




FoNS© Baby Bird Diet

FoNS© 

· 1 Cup (136g) Eukanuba or Iams Dry Kitten food
· 1.3 Cups (315cc) Water
· 3 tbsp dried egg white
· 1/8 tsp Avi-era or Avicon bird vitimins
· ½ tsp active culture plain yogurt (leave out if freezing)

Pre-soak kibble in enough water to allow it to swell to capacity but not so much that it’s soupy.  You can add more water if needed to fully expand the kibble.

To avoid losing water-soluable vitamins, do not drain any excess water.  Blend all ingredients in a food processor or blender.

You can put this diet in ice cube trays and freeze, but be sure you add a tiny bit of yogurt to each cube you thaw as freezing kills the active cultures.  


“BIRDY” CORNBREAD

This diet mixture alone is an excellent diet to be given to birds of all species.  Cut bread into cubes or crush/crumble it and put into plastic bags and keep in the freezer until needed.

In large bowl put:
	2 cups cornbread mix
	2 cups ground dry cat food (blend till flour texture in food processor or blender)

Mix the following until fairly smooth:
	2 whole eggs, shells included
	2 cups liquid such as orange juice or Hawaiian Punch concentrate*
	Raisins, nuts, fruits, vegetables (yellow or dark green), chickweed is the very best 	additive in the summer (1/2 cup or so).  Most birds will also enjoy the addition of 	peanut butter.

If you don’t use peanut butter, add 2 tablespoons corn or olive oil.

Add the liquid to the cornbread and cat food flour and mix well.
Pour into well greased jelly roll pan or 2 cake pans (a little flatter is better).
Bake at 350 degrees for 30 to 40 minutes.  It is better to over bake a little to ensure that the bread will crumble easily.
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Nestling types, left, naked, altricial nestling: 1, gape flanges. 2, tongue. 3, tongue-spurs.
4, palate. s, down filaments. 6, wing quills. 7, thigh. 8, tarsus. 9, belly. 10, breast.
Right, downy, precocial chick: 1, moustache streak. 2, forehead. 3, lores. 4, forecrown.
s, eyestripe. 6, hindcrown. 7, ear coverts. 8, nape. 9, mantle. 10, back. 11, flank. 12, rump.
13, tarsus. 14, thigh. 15, belly. 16, wing. 17, upper breast.
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